
 

 

Movies were shown at Memorial Hall from its beginning. The second floor 

was an auditorium with a stage which could be used for community events 
and the showing of movies. Seats were not installed so they had to be put 

out and put away for each event.  

 

 TALKIES!! 
 

 

The U.S. was a leader in the move to 

successful sound production, but theatres 

were slow in making the transition to sound 

because of the expense of purchasing and 
installing the new equipment.  

 

An early first step in the transition to talkies 

was the synchronization of moving pictures 

and music. In 1929, a Supertone device 

was installed in Memorial Hall for this 
purpose.  

 

True talkies introduced synchronized sound 

dialogue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Movies at Memorial Hall 

 



The 1st talkie shown at Memorial Hall was a 
comedy, “Night Work”, on July 19, 1930.  

 

By this time, talkies had been around for a 

few years.  

 

There were two competing technologies for 

showing talkies. Memorial Hall used a 

Phototone sound-on-film technology 

developed by RCA, although there were other 

companies that offered similar sound-on-film 

products.  

 

This technology rivaled a sound-on-disc 
system developed by Western Electric called 
Vitatone, which used phonograph-style 
projectors. To accommodate both systems, 
the Hollywood studios would release two 
prints for most films. Eventually, however, 
the sound-on-film technology won out.  
 
 
Because sound equipment was expensive to 

install, some theatres could not afford to 

make the transition, and so for some time 

many studios released both silent and sound versions of their films. But by 1932, 
the conversion to sound in Hollywood was complete.   

 

In October of 1932, ground was broken on the new Pine Plains Central School, and 

until the new school was completed every available building in Pine Plains had to   

be used for classroom space, including Memorial Hall. For about a year, no movies 

were shown.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Talkies were all the rage in the early 1930s 
and the theatres were in competition to be 
the first to show every major Hollywood 
actor’s (or stage star’s) first talkie.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1935, the building was converted into 

a movie theatre called the Pine Plains 

Theatre. It became a testing site for 1st-

run films before they were debuted in 

New York City. In 1940, it became one of 
the first theatres in the area to show 

“Gone with the Wind”. Home movies 

were popular during this time.  
 

However, the theatre struggled to stay 

open. Gimmicky devices like giving away 

one piece of a set of fancy dishware each 

week, or one volume of an encyclopedia, 

were used to try to bring people out to the 

movies.  

 

  

 

 

Competition from television 

and with auditorium space at 
the local school, and issues 

with the building itself, 

gradually drove people away. It 

was seen as a status symbol to 

be able to afford to travel to 

neighboring towns to see 
movies. When Memorial Hall 

was turned into the Pine Mall 

in the 1970s, the theatre was 

removed.   

 


